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political F reethinker, &c. 


T was towards the End of the ſecond punic 
War, that we find the Degeneracy of the 


Romans begun: For though there had been 


frequent Seditions; though the Senate had 


more than once oppreſſed the People, and the 
People had offered Violence to the Senate ; yet 


all this was done with a public Spirit. The 


Authority of the Senate was looked upon as a 


Tyranny, that deſtroyed the People's Liberty ; 
and the Liberty of the People as Licentiouſ- 
neſs, which threw every Thing into Diſorder, 


But henceforward every Meaſure was purſued 


through Sordidneſs, and a ſelf- intereſted View: 
The Love of their Country, and a Zeal for the 
public Weal, were entirely exhauſted in that 
War, which was carried on with ſuch Vigour 
againſt Hannibal, when the Virtue of the 
Romans was ſtretched beyond the Limits that 


they themſelves hoped to extend it. 


B From | 


(2 

From this Time Honour was looked upon 
as a Chimera, and Glory as a Bubble. Avarice 
predominated, and every one thought himſelf 
ſuperiorly judicious, in being baſely intereſted, 
The Senate unjuſt and corrupted, ſtill kept up 
the Appearance of Dignity in external Affairs, 
and endeavoured to hide their Infamy. Thus 
did the greateſt and moſt powerful People in 
the World fall a Victim to their own Vices, 
and become from ancient, to what we now ſee 
modern Rome. 


This we ſhould think would ſerve as a Bea- 
con to Poſterity, to avoid the Shoals upon which 
the Roman Commonwealth foundered ; but 
neither this, the Deſtruction of Athens, or all 
the Experience of antient or modern Hiſtory, 
will warn a People trained in Effeminacy, — 
enervated with Luxury—inured to Corruption 
—a People who have ſo far ſwerved from 
Greck and Roman Heroes, that they no longer 
reſemble themſelves. If a Briton, our Anceſtor, 
were to riſe from the Grave, one who had fell 
in the Cauſe of Liberty, and his Country at 
Creh, where Edward III. vanquiſhed Philip of 
Valois or a Soldier of Edward the black 
Prince, his Son, who took King J of 
France Priſoner in the Field of Poztrers—cor a 

Subject 
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4 
Subject of Henry V. who routed Charles VI. of 
France at Agincourt, and left the Dukes of 
Alencen, Lorrain, Bar, Brabant and de Nevers, 
the Conſtable d' Albret, Marſhal Beucicault, 


and Admiral Dampierre, ſlain upon the Field 
of Battle; would they diſcover any Reſemblance 
between Britons who lived in 1346, 1356, 
1415, and in 1757? No: They would dif. 
own them for their Progeny, and believe ſome 
new Race of Pigmies laid Claim to that Title. 


This will not appear exaggerated, when we 
conſider our Conduct, for more than half a 
Century paſt. If it ſhould be objected, that 
Queen Anne's Wars, in any Manner, oppoſe 
this Aſſertion; I will aſk, in Return, what did 
we gain by them, but the ignominious Treaty 
of Utrecht, which has ſerved ever ſince as a 
Bone of Contention, and been particularly 
fatal to us, in giving the French a Pretence for 
deſpoiling us of our American Poſſeſſions? And 
why we did not purſue the War with Vi- 
gour, after our Succeſſes, when all the 
Powers of France were exhauſted, and the 
Houſe of Bourbon, with all the Art of Lewis 


XIV. muſt have courted us to Peace upon our 
own Terms ? 


* But 
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But if the Battles of Hochſtet, Ramillies, 
Oudenard and Tanicres, did in ſome Meaſure 
reſcue our Character in the Wars of Queen 
Anne, and the laſt War, were ſunk in Oblivion; 
How ſhould we apologize for our Conduct in 
this—after all our Boaſts of Courage and Con- 
duct —our Phrenzy of deracinating the French 
in America, and making France a Province to 
England? Such was the Language of our po- 
litical Writers in 1754, and ſuch the Credulity 
of the People—that our Triumphs preceded 
Victory, —as well as our Diſgrace. 

Here then, do we find ourſelves, after all 
our Efforts for ſupporting a Balance of Power 
in Eurepe—deſerted by the Queen of Hungary, 
who has drained this Nation of more Blood and 


Treaſure, than would purchaſe her Empire *, 


—mortgaged eighty Millions deep, as well to 
Foreigners as Natives, who by a Run upon 
the Funds of a feurth Part the firſt poſſeſs, 
might ruin the public Credit our Com- 
merce decaying, and ſupplanted—our Poor 
periſhing by artificial Famine ! In this cala- 

mitous 


This muſt be evident, when we conſider how near 
t he Elector of Bavaria was of ſupplanting her the laſt 
War, not only in Titles but in Poſſeſſions, and the Sums 
that France could poſſibly furniſh upon that Occaſion, 


1 


mitous Situation, Would one not be inclined 
to believe, that our M—rs would unite to defend 
us againſt the Tyrants of the World, and not 
quarrel about Precedence, or Power Titles, 
or Emoluments,—our Comm—-rs execute their 
Orders with Judgment, Valour and Reſolution, 
— our Officers embrace every Opportunity of 
ſignalizing themſelves, for the Protection of 
their Country, its Religion and Liberties ? 


Did theſe Sentiments animate our Governors 


and Leaders, the Fortune of War could never 
have precipitated us into that Abyſs, that no- 
thing but a Miracle can prevent us periſhing 
in, and which affords no other Proſpect than 
a diſhonourable infamous Peace, ' with all 
the Conceſſions that were demanded before 
Hoſtilities commenced, (and its to be feared 
many more ;) or, a ruinous War, unaſſiſted 


by one Ally. This is the alternative, and ſuch 


it is, as ſhould animate us with the Reſolution 
to periſh gloriouſly, rather than ſubmit to the 
Gallic Voke, which will grow heavier and 
heavier; for if the French are permitted td 
preſcribe the Bounds of our American Colo- 
nies, how ſoon will they find ſome Pretence 
for diminiſhing them till more, and in the 
End appropriating them all to themſelves—a 
Scheme 
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1 
Scheme they have long had in View, and till 
when they will never be able to complete 


their grand Project of Vuiverſal Monarchy ? 


We were ſufficiently appriſed of the Deſigns 
of the French in North America; for though 
they would not have come to Extremities with 
us in 1754, if we had let them quietly poſſeſs 
the Lands to the Weſt of the Apalachean 
Mountains, in the ſame Latitude as Virginia, 
in order to plant Tobacco, and ſupplant us 
in that Trade (the only one, we yet remain 
unrivalled in, by them) their Incroachments 
would not have been confined to this Part 
only, as ſoon as their Marine had reſumed its 
Vigour, and their Finances had been put in 
ſuch a Condition, as to ſupply their immediate 
and neceſſary Wants; but we came upon them 
unawares, they looked upon our Commiſſaries 
at Paris as Hoſtages for the Peace, and as 
long as we negotiated about our Limits they 
thought we would not Fight for them. 


There was nothing prevented our Meaſures 
* having all the defired Effet, namely, © Re- 
s poſlefiing ourſelves of all our antient Limits 
« in America, but one egregious Miſtake, 
which has run through all our Conduct for 
theſe three Years paſt Ve fought, when we 


ſhould 


1 


could not. And bluſtered when we ſhould Fight. 


Before we declared War we were the greateſt 
Heroes of the Age; we drove the French be- 
fore us in America — And took every one of 
their Ships that dared ſtir out of Port—Since, 
we have done nothing. (without loſing one 
Poſſeſſion after another, diſgracing our Flag, 
and throwing away our Money, can be called 
doing ſomething) — Except Bluſter and Talk, 
ſend out Fleets, and call them Home again. 


If we had declared War, when we began 
to make Repriſals upon the French Shipping, 
and purſued it with Vigour, without engaging 
any Power of the Continent in our American 
Quarrel (not even the El r of Hr 
as ſuch) nothing in all human Foreſight could 
have prevented us deſtroying the French Trade 
and Navigation ; hemming them in Canada 
Proper, and preſcribing ſuch Limits to it, as 
we ſhould have judged convenient. But when 
we rouſed, inſtead of cruſhing them — We 
gave the Alarm, and prepared them to pre- 
vent our Deſigns. Though their Marine was 
not upon the Footing they propoſed it ſhould 
be, at the Time they intended to ſurpriſe our 
Colonies in America; they ſoon found Means 
to put it in ſuch a Condition, as to make Head 


againſt 


3 
againſt us in America, and keep us at Bay in 
Europe. Our own Carpenters were ſent for 


to forward their Armaments, and our own 
Merchants now enſure their Safety. 


Their Finances however ill-conditioned, have 
hitherto produced ſufficient to carry on the 
War : If they are mortgaged, they know a 
Remedy for clearing them —— A Spunge in 
France, has the ſame Efficacy, as Paper Cur- 
rency, and lowering of Intereſt in England. 
They are both diſagreeable Expedients, but 
they are equally inexhauſtible. | 

To this unhappy Error, - of three Years 


Prevalence, may be attributed all our ill Suc- 


ceſs in America — All our — (What fhall I 


call it?) Negligence, Ignorance, or Diſaffec- 
tion, in the Mediterranean. Still it will be 
difficult to convince every Engliſpman, who is 
a Lover of his Country, that this is a ſufficient 
Apology for our Conduct. What Comfort 
will it adminiſter in our deplorable State— 
when it is conſidered this ſame Error may 
{till prevail. 

How grating it is to find, that in America 
the Raſhneſs of a Braddock, has not been com- 
penſated, by the Knowledge, Prudence, and 
Valour of a Loudon ; but that Fort after Fort, 

our 
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dur Poſſeſſions are wreſted from us by the 
French, whilſt our Fleet and Armies remain 
inactive—Or fail from New York, to Halifaæ, 
view Leuiſtourghb Harbour and then return 
How melancholy it is to obſerve, that the Loſs 
of Minorca, and that Poltroonery of Admiral 
Byng, are ſucceeded by Expeditions, that are 
worſe conducted more expenſive—and ren- 
der us ſtill more deſpicable in the Eyes of all 
Europe—than our Miſcarriages in America 
than our Ill- conduct in the Meadrterranean ! 


Though it may not be ſurpriſing to think 
that, if we can thus expoſe ourſelves to Ridi- 
cule and Contempt, when we pretend to pro- 
tect and defend ourſelves; we ſhould not act 
better in aſſiſting our Friends and Allies upon 
the Continent—yet it muſt amaze every one, 
to contemplate the ſtrict Conformity all our 
Meaſures and Actions bear one to the other. 
If we caſt our Eyes towards the Levant, we 
ſee our Trade loſt, with our ſtrong Hold in 
the Mediterranean, and the petty Talian States, 
deſpiſing and inſulting us, for want of Conduct 
and Reſolution.— If we turn to the e 
how diſagreeable the Perſpective I our Colo- 
nies over- run with French and Indian their 
Frontiers depopulated their Inhabitants maſ- 
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[ 20 ] 
facred—our Forts razed, and Troops (in Con- 
travention of the moſt explicit Capitulation) 
put to the Sword, and moſt excruciating Tor- 


tures ; nay the very Women and Children are 
not ſpared—but their Brains and Intrails re- 


main the only Monument of the once Milliam 


Henry Fortreſs Change we the Scene, and 
caſt our Eyes on Germany—the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt is upon the Point of being ſubverted, 
by the moſt unnatural Junction of Powers 
H , the only Spot that need attract our 
immediate Attention there, is over- run by the 
French—its Inhabitants ruined—its Trade and 
Commerce deſtroyed The only Hero of the 
Age is ſacrificed by Monſters—the Auſtrian 
Eagle, Gallic Cock, and Ruſſian Bear, devour 
him by Piece-meal—whilſt the Swift Horſe, 
his only Reſource—trighten'd by the Shadow 
of the Cock (which, Ignis fatuus like, miſ- 
guides him to the Sea) flies a contrary Road— 
and leaves the Monſters to their Prey—Is the 
Proſpect the Bay of Biſcay, where all our 
Hopes were to be accompliſhed—all our Miſ- 
carriages to be repaired ? View we not a tre- 
mendous Armament — ſuch a one as never 
before ſailed from Britain gazing at the 
French Coaſt, compleatly Defenceleſs, inviting 


us 


E 

us to a Viſit—but we are guiltleſs of the In- 
full the Fleet rides out the Time of her 
Voyage and returns. To mention the Con- 
queſt of the 1/e of Aix, would be an affront 
to the Commanders—for they would ſcarce 
be able to point out to us upon the Map, the 
Spot of their Victory. 


Let us ſee then, if we cannot diſcover the 
yet latent Sources of our triennial Error — 
Fighting, when wwe ſhould not—And bluſtering, 
when we ſhould Fight. 

The Deſigns of the French in America, 
ſo early as the Year 1753, were ſufficiently 
notorious, to have rouſed us from that Le- 
thargy, which the Shadow of Peace procured 
at Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, had lulled us to: 
If our Commiſſaries at Paris had not, from 
Time to Time, amuſed us with the Expecta- 
tion of terminating all Differences, concerning 
the Limits of our American Poſſeſſions in an 
amicable Manner ; but at length we diſcovered 
the Deceit: And the French in Nova Scotia, 
and thoſe at Crown Point, under Baron Dzeſ- 
kaw, felt the Remains of Br:t1/h Courage and 
Valour. Here we ſtopt, whilſt their Armies, 
which at firſt were not nearly ſufficient to 


make Head againſt us, were imperceptibly 
C 2 increaſed» 
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increaſed, by ſending Soldiers on Board every 
Ship that ſailed from France to America—and 
every Meaſure of ours was ſo public, that it 
was known at Paris, or Quebec, Time enough 
to render it infructuous. We began our 
Operations in America, where we ſhould have 
finiſhed ; ſuch an inverted Plan, has produced 
all the neceſſary Conſequences that could be 
expected, and our continued tardy and ſtarved 
Meaſures, under ignorant or mercenary Con- 
d—ors, have effected their own Abortion. 


If the War in Americe was judged expe- 
dient in 1755, ſhculd we not have been pre- 
pared for it; ſince we had more than two 
Years Notice of the Deſigns of the French. 
What excuſe then can be alledged, for having 
no Docks, or careening Wharfs, at Halifax, 
or Boſton, from whence our large Ships are 
obliged to come to England every Year to be 
cleaned ; and where they cannot return early 
enough to attack the French with Succeſs, ei- 


ther at Louiſbourg, up the River St. Lawrence, 


or the Miſiſppi. The Return of Admiral 
Holburne's Fleet, in that ſhattered Condition, 
is a recent and melancholy Conviction of the 
Neceſſity of ſuch Docks, &c. in America; 
ſince we may reaſonably conclude, if, after 
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the Hurricane they had put into Halifax, or 
even Boſton, they might, not only have been 
much more eaſily, and better repaired, than 
in Europe, the Voyage having greatly increaſed 
their DefeQs ; but alſo ready upon the Spot 
next Spring, to have went upon ſuch Expe- 
ditions as might be judged proper. 


When we commenced Hoſtilities againſt 
the French in Europe, by ſeizing their Ships 
(which in general turned to little or no Ac- 
count, . moſt of them being laden with periſh- 
able Commodities, which were ſpoiled before 
they were landed, and al] the Fiſh-ſhips, 
perhaps, a Fourth in Number, were ſunk to 
prevent Infection) ſhould we not have taken 
particular Care, that all our Poſſeſſions, par- 
ticularly thoſe in the Mediterranean (fo much 
in the Vicinity of France, and too diſtant from 
us to be ſpeedily ſuccoured) were in a proper 
State of Defence, ſince we could not expect 
that the French would remain calm Spectators 
of the Interruption of their Commerce (after 
the Anſwer Mr. F—-x made to Mr. Rowi!le's 
Letter) which could not fail being in ſome 
Meaſure detrimented by the Captures that pre- 
ceded the Declaration of War, though in Fact, 
they proved of ſo little Advantage to us? But, 


perhaps, 


[ 14 ] 
perhaps, we imagined that the French Polite- 
neſs, which was ſo much manifeſted (as we 
hi thought) in the Reſtitution of the Blandford 
1 Man of War would render all Aſſiſtance to 
Gibraltar and Minorca uſeleſs; as they would 


| reflore theſe Poſſeſſions in Caſe of being taken, 
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as they had done that Ship. 


What other Motive influenced the then 
M rs to leave thoſe Poſſeſſions in ſuch a 
poor Poſture of Defence, as they were at the 


Time of Richlicu's Attack upon Minorca, T own 
I am at a Loſs to diſcover, for all the World 
thinks we might have ſtill been in Poſſeſſion 
of it, if our M rs had not been worſe in- 
formed, than any Gazetteer in Europe; or ſo 
deeply ſyſtematic, that no Body has yet diſ- 
covered their Intention of giving it up to the 
Enemy. Indeed their detaching ten Men of 
War in bad Plight, with only one Battalion 
on Board, which was to ſerve as Marines, and 
without either Hoſpital or Store Ship, under 
Admiral Byng—to protect the Iſland, and fight Y 
Galifſiontere's Squadron, which was much 

more formidable than Byng's, even after it 

was joined accidentally by Edgecumte's Divi- 

ſfion—does in ſome Meaſure account for it: 


It we can imagine that any M rs, could , 
be ; 
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be ſo venal, ſo corrupt, as to let any of our 


Poſſeſſions ſlip into the Hands of our Enemies, 
in order to Sind the People, and pack up ſuch 
a Peace, as the ſeeming ill Succeſs of our 
Arms could only require. 


Be that as it may, the Loſs of M:ncrca was 
of too much Importance to this Nation, to 
have it quietly wreſted from us in ſuch an 
ignominious Manner ; the worthy Citizens of 
London took the Alarm, and addrefled the 
Throne for an Enquiry into the Cauſe of our 
Miſcarriage—the apparent Au—rs of our Miſ- 
fortunes, withdrew from Power; and the 
ſpecious Name of Reſ- n, in ſome Meaſure 
quieted the Minds of the People, who flatter'd 
themſelves that a Change of Men, would 
have produced a Change of Meaſures. 


How far our Expectations would have been 
accompliſhed, if that Hydra-Party-Oppofition 
had not raiſed his Creſt, and overturned all 
the Meaſures of our patriot M——ry, it will 
be difficult to determine. But what could be 
hoped from a Nation, rent with internal Fac- 
tions, with all the Springs of Action disjointed, 
at a Time our inveterate Foes were preparing 
and forwarding their Plan of the approaching 
Campaign? The Enquiry into the Cauſe of 

the 
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the Lofs of Minorca was on Foot; our Patriots 
were too buſy in preventing any Part of this 
Enquiry being /:fed ; or any Reſolution being 
taken incompatible with Facts, traced upon 
the Examination of the Aﬀair—Therefore if 
our American Colonies were not ſuccoured in 
Time—if Holburne's Fleet did not arrive early 
enough to ſuccour Lord Loudon, and carry Cape 
Breton—there is an Excuſe for it. But when 
all domeſtic Contentions about Power and 
-Precedence, all impartial and unfeigned En- 
quiries about the Loſs of Minerca were over 
in ſhort, when the Coalition, which flattered 
us with ſuch an unanimous Purſuit of vigorous 
and conſtitutional Meaſures, as would retrieve 
our Affairs, and once more make us the Envy 
and Admiration of Europe, took Place—How 
can we account for our Miſcarriages ? 


What remains, then, to be diſcuſſed is the 
tt Cauſe of our Miſcarriages, ſince the Coalition, 
which comprehend thoſe upon the Continent, 
and in our late Expedition to the Coaſt of 
France : And with this View it will be ne- 
| ceſſary to examine with ſome Preciſion, the 
it Part we acted upon the Continent, ſince the 
. Commencement of Hoſtilities; and in what 
'? 1 755 Manner 
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Manner our continental Connections have ope- 
rated upon our naval Expeditions. 


Though it has been aſſerted, that the Queen 
of Hungary rejected our Propoſals of Alliance; 
it ſhould be conſidered ſhe thought, like many 
more, that our Quarrels in America, could 
no wiſe affect the Empire; nay, even though 
they ſhould produce a War between England 
and France, for their Deciſion. She well 
knew there was no Occaſion to apprehend any 
Attack upon the EleCtorate of , as long 
as the El r of Hr, as ſuch did not 
engage in the Rupture ; therefore there was 
no Neceflity for taking any Precautions for its 
Protection. Had the French made any Mo- 
tions to attack it, the Queen of Hungary would 
have been obliged to affift the El r, in | 
preventing their Deſigns: And, even, the | 
French, however they might have been in- 
> Cclined to hurt the Engliſb in that tender Part; 
o would not have choſe to bring on a German 
* War, with the Head of the Empire, as well 
as the El r of H. 

7 ſion in Germany. 
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But we will, even ſuppoſe the El——te 
was in Danger, were not the fifty Thouſand 
Ruſſians, and eight Thouſand Hęſians, with 
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the Troops of H,, a ſufficient Security 
againſt any Attacks of the French, even with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of the Auſtrians; who could 
have had no Pretence, and would not have 
acted ſo much againſt their common Intereſt, 
as not to join in oppoſing any Incurſions of 
the French into the Empire, in Contravention 
of the Treaty of Weſtphalia ? If we had taken 
no further Precautions, and even theſe were 
unneceſſary, for the Protection of ä H,, 
the War that is light up in Germany, would 
never have been kindled, and we might have 
ſaved this Nation two Millions, two Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, which have been already 
publickly applied for its Support. 


It may, perhaps, be objected, that the 
King of Pruſſia declared, he would oppoſe 
the Entrance of all foreign Troops into the 
Empire. But was there any Occaſion, for in- 
troducing any on the Part of H——-r, with- 
out the French actually entered it, to attack 


that Elect—te? No; and, then if the King 4. 
of Pruſſia had ſtill refuſed the Ruſſians, our 
Auxiliaries, a Paſſage through his Dominions, 
ſurely the Obſtacles the French would have 
met with after they had paſſed the Rhine, if 
not by the Princes, whoſe Territories they 

muſt + 


A: J A 
= % 2 
3 
. 


— 4 — 
- FT ...... OP: Aw. OH 
a — 


he... 


0 - 5 3 i,» Bas * 8 . 9 
n * = 2 . 5 4 1 KS I 2 2 Es I. * hs * 
** 2 ? + 72 * 1 hs N — 3 


3 . 


e ” 
5 . . p , * 
** n 


„* — en wy * % > 44M S by 
8 * * 7 » 5 3 & G 
. * hs 4 Os. S - M . * 


. 


1191 
muſt have traverſed (and particularly the King 
of Pruſſia, who had made this Declaration) 
at leaſt by the Han-——ns, Heſſians, &c. in 
the Pay of H r and Great Britain, would 
have ſufficiently kept them at Bay, till the 
Ruſſians came round by Sea to the Eibe, and 
there effectually oppoſed the French. 


Thus the Meaſures we had taken, put us 
out of all kind of Apprehenſion for the Fate 
of H——-r, which could never be in Danger, 
ſo long as ſhe did not aſſiſt Great Britain, as 
an Auxiliary, in the War againſt France.— 
But even this Step, which was of no Manner 


of Uſe, and which was occaſioned only by 


our Fears of Flat-bottom'd-boats, that never ex- 
iſted (ſo well were we inform'd of the Deſigns 
of the French, or ſo prudently did we make 
uſe of our Knowledge!) I ſay, even the call- 
ing over 8000 Hanoverians for our Protection, 
could never have produced that unnatural Al- 
liance, between the Houſes of Auſtria and 
Bourbon — could never have annihilated our 
Treaty with Ruſſia, if the Declaration of the 
King of Pruſſia © That he would oppoſe the 
« Entrance of all foreign Troops into the 
« Empire,” (at a Time that neither we, or 


HI had any need of them) had not ſo 
D 2 terrifieg 


( 20 ) 
terrified us, that we courted the Alliance of 
this Prince, which we knew would create the 
Jealouſy of Auſtria and Ruja, if not imme- 
diately throw them into the Arms of France. 
ſaciificed all the Pretentions of the E! r 
of UI, to Eaft-Friefland—and fatisfied all 
the enormous Demands (which we had fo 
long oppoſed) for Pruſſian Captures made the 
laſt War; and which, according to Grotius, 
and the Determination of all our Courts and 


Judges, were legal Prize. and concluded 
THE TREATY Or WESTMINSTER. 


It is to this famous Treaty, that we may 
aſcribe all our Miſcarriages upon the Conti- 
nent—it is to this Treaty we may attribute the 
Conduct of Rigſſia the unnatural Alliance be- 
tween the Houſes of Auſiria and Bourbon 
an Alliance, that muſt render this War, if 
purſued by us upon the Continent, not only 
the moſt expenſ ve, but the moſt unſucceſsful 
of any we were ever yet engaged in. For it 
requires not the Eyes of an Argus to ſee, that 
the King of Prufta muſt ſubmit to Peace with 
the Conquerors, upon their own Terms, or 
purſue a War that muſt end in his Deſtruc- 
tion. If he bas not agreed to a Ceſſation of 
Arms with France, as the Battle of Meiſſenfels, 

of 
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of the 5th of November evinces — will that 
Advantage, or any other that human Fore- 
fight can deviſe, retrieve his Affairs? Suppoſe 
the Victory over the Prince de Soubiſe, as 
compleat as poſſible—can that do any more 
than raiſe the Siege of Leipzig, and retard the 
Fate of that Prince? The unfortunate Battle 
of Chotemitz of the 18th of June, when he 
loſt ſo many Men, and was obliged to raiſe 
the Siege of Prague, retreat to Bohemia, and 
divide the ſmall Remains of his Army, for the 
Protection of his own Dominions, can never 
be retrieved—all his Hopes were then placed 
in the Succours he would receive from the 
Army of Obſervation, which nothing bur his 
ill Succeſs had prevented, being reinforced 
by his own Troops ; but when they flew be- 
fore the Enemy to a Corner of the Elbe, to 
be hemmed in on all Sides, to proſtrate them- 
ſelves before the French, and lay the H 
Arms at their Feet What was left for Frederick 
to do? He had no Miſſion for operating Mi- 
racles—he had already done Wonders, and 
amazed even thoſe who conquered him. 


However incompatible with our true Inte- 


; reſt, the Treaty of Weſtminſter might be; 
When we had allured the King of Praſſia by 


our 


22 
eur fine Promiſes, to quit the Alliance of France 
and brought all the Powers of Europe upon his 
Back; we ſhould not have deſerted him to 
the Mercy of his Enemies. To the Eyes of 
every diſcerning Man, Affairs were in no 
worſe Plight upon the Continent, before the 
Retreat of the H——ns to Sade (inſtead of 
Magdebourg — What a Miſtake!) than they 
were at the Day of Signing the Treaty of West- 
minſter.— All the Conſequences till then were 
foreſeen—But nobody could deviſe that extra- 
ordinary Step Which cannot be called by fo 
good a Name, as a Miſcarriage ;—For it was 
voluntary ; and the Convention of Neutrality 
(that is deſerting the K of P to be 


ſacrificed by his Enemies) was the immediate 
and neceſſary Conſequence. 


If it be imagined that the Retreat of the 4 


1 Ruſſians may favour the Succeſs of his Pruſ- | 
J. ian Majeſty — How muſt we employ the 
{1 French, the Auſtrians, the Saxons and the 1 


Swedes ? If againſt him, Where muſt he find t 
Armies to oppoſe them? Will any Sums that FF 
we can grant, procure him a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Troops to drive the Auſtrians out of F? 
Sil:fia, and make them evacuate Schweidnitz, dc 
now | 
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drons of Dragoons, three of Huſlars, 5000 
> Men in Garriſon, 162 Pieces of Cannon, 12 
> Mortars, Proviſions and warlike Stores in 
” Abundance, and the military Cheſt, contain- 
ing a Million of German Florins)—Porce the 


of the Ruſſians under an alert and expeditious 
* General---Fruſtrate the Deſigns of the French 
upon Hanover, in Caſe the Troops of that 
Electorate ſhould be put in Motion to join the 
7 Pruffians --- Prevent the re- aſſembling the 
French and Auſtrians in Saxony, or their being 


; N reinforced by Richlieu's Army ? 
e | IF the ill Conduct of Affairs in Germany 


= ſhould not influence the H—ſe of C 
or the Cn not be thought to have been 
2 purchaſed at a ſufficient Price; Can we afford 
to grant any immenſe Sums for foreign Con- 
nections? Is there one Thing that will bear a 
Tax, that is not almoſt prohibited by it ? Will 
the fine-ſpun Lottery Schemes do? Infatuated 
as the Engliſh are after Gaming, they know 
heir own Intereſt too well, 70 give à Shilling, 


Sort, who are moſt the Dupes, will have loſt 


now fallen into their Hands (with three Squa- 


Swedes out of Pomerania—Prevent the Return 


Wo play for a Shilling : Beſides, the lower 
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the Ich for Gaming, by the Time another 
Lottery is drawn: All their Amuſement in 
public Houſes is taken away now—And they 
are only allowed to get /oberly drunk, and box 
for their Reckoning, to know who is the be/f 
Man. Another Guinea Lottery, inſtead of 
having fix Claſſes filled, will not produce Mo- 
ney enough to pay its Expences. Funding and 
Jobbing, are againſt the Principles of the pre- 
ſent M ry. But laying that aſide, and the 
bad Conſequences they produce to the Na- 
tion Are not theſe the only Reſources we 
have left for our own Wants ? Muſt Poſterity _ 
be mortgaged for a G—rm—n War, in which 
we are not concerned r is out of the 
Queſtion, now a Neutrality is obtained for it; 
and however ridiculous may have been the 
Meaſure that produced it, we ſhould be much 
to blame, if we did not turn it the moſt to 


our Advantage. When Poſterity ſhall be ac- t 
quainted, that after the Battle of Haſlenbech, o 
where there was no Victory obtained, the t! 
El——te Army retired to Stade, without once b. 
| endeavouring to face the Enemy, and there V 
concluded a glorious Con——n, by which th 
they were obliged to ſacrifice the Proteſtant th, 


Intereſt of the Empire—Lay down their Arms, j 
and 
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te to the Mercy of the 


and devote the E/ 
French; though the Han——n Army was 
compoſed of 36,000 Men, and the French 
Army of not above a third more. —How will 
they be aſtoniſhed, when they immediately 
find, that his Pruſian Majeſty, before a few 
Weeks were elapſed, gained a complete Vic- 
tory, at the Head of not more than 20,000 
Men, over the allied Army, compoſed of near 
60,000 Men? To what Excuſe will they be 
able to aſcribe this great Diſparity in Conduct? 
Surely they will not imagine, the Purnizure of 
H—r—n—n, or any Treaſure that might 
have been ſent from thence to Sade, could fo 
far prevail over the {——ns, much leſs the 
E G, as to procure the ever me- 
morable Con n of the 8th of September? 


| How vain will be their Endeavours to trace 


Facts for the Cauſe? What Judgment will 
they form of the Motion of the H-, up- 
on the Arrival of four Exgliſb Men of War in 
the Eibe (not to take any Thing on board, 
but protect the Navigation of that River)? 
Will they not imagine they had finiſhed 
their Campaign and compleated the Deſign of 
their Retreat? If they ſhould be informed that 
in Violation of the Neu—t—l—ty (which we 
ü E ſup- 


1261 

ſuppoſed the French had firſt broke) the 
H——ns, actually marched to join the Pruſ- 
fans ; will they not expect to find a few Pages 
after, that the French had demoliſhed the 
principal Towns of the El te, or com- 
mitted great Cruelties upon the Inhabitants 
or that the King of Denmark, Mediator and 
Guaranty of the Con n, had reſented the 
Affront, and joined his Arms with thoſe of 
the Allies? Will they not Shudder at the Si- 
tuation of L—d A. and Co A. given as 
Hoſtages for the punctual Obſervance of the 
Con n? 


But it is Time to quit the diſagreeable View 
of our Meaſures upon the Continent, ſince 


turn which ever Way we will, nothing but 


Blunders, Miſtakes, Palliatives, and incongru- 
ous Meaſures preſent themſelves. 


Let us now conſider, whether any ſecret - 
Article in that famous Convention, could be 
productive of the ill Succeſs of our late Ex- 4 


pedition. 


The Fleet, that was ſome Weeks ready at 8 
Spithead, waiting for the Tranſports from the 
Dorons, failed from thence, with the Troops 

the 
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the Eighth of September, and cleared the 
Channel the 13th of the fame Month. Mr. 
Lamb, the Meſſenger, arrived at Whitehall 
with the Convention of Neutrality, the 19th 
of September, which was the Day the Fleet 
arrived off the Coaſt of France, between Ro— 
chelle and Rochfort, when the Signal was given 
for the Fleet to lay to, though the Wind was 
fair, and the Weather clear. From this it 
appears, the News of the Convention, could 
not, as yet, at leaſt any wiſe affect the Con- 
duct of the Commanders; and that all that 
has been ſuggeſted, concerning the ſecret Ar- 
ticles of the fame, are vague and void of 
Foundation, will appear from the Declaration 
made to Mr. Michl, the Prufjion Miniſter — 
e That it never was his Majeſty's Intention, 
te that the ſaid Overtures (/or the Conventicn) 
e made withcut the Participation of the Britiſh 
© Council, ſhould have the leait Influence on 
* his Majeſty's Conduct as K:ng.” But, even, 
ſuppoſe this Declaration not to have ſufficient 
Weight: The Impracticability of any freſh 
Orders being ſent, in Conſequence of the 
Advice of Signing the Convention, to coun- 


termand the. Inſtructions of Ad -| H—e 


and G>—] M——:t, bearing Date the 5th 
E 2 of 


mm OR” ny l 
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of Auguſt, muſt be evident, when we conſider 
that the Viper Sloop, which ſailed from Ply- 
mouth the 17th of September, carried with her 
Mr. P—'s Letter, bearing Date the 1 5th of 
that Month, which was two Days before the 
Arrival of the News of Signing the Conven- 
tion; and that the Viper Sloop carried the 
laſt Orders, that were ſent to the Com- 
mrs, while they were in the Bay of Biſcay. 


This Matter being cleared as far as Facts 
and Dates can teſtify ; it may be neceſſary to 
conſider the Practicability of the Meaſure: 
And with this view, we will examine the beſt 
and moſt ſpecious Arguments that have been 
urged, to prove the Impracticability of Land- 
ing the Troops (at or near Rochfort) carrying 
the Place, or deſtroying the Shipping. 


Although it be true, that there are four or 
five Thouſand Sailors belonging to Rochfort, 
who might be uſeful in a Siege ; it is neceſſary 
to remark, that the greateſt Part, if not all, 
are actually employed on Board the French 
Men of War, that failed from that Port, and 


are at Preſent on their Voyage in America, 
or the Eaſt Indies: Which will appear incon- 
teſtable, when we reflect that French Privateers 

have 
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have been recalled from their Cruizes, in 
order to Man the Men of War, that are 
fitting out at Rochfort. 


As to the State of the Fortifications there, 
it is quite different from what has been re- 
preſented. It is true, it was Fortified by 
Lewis the XIVth, upon YVaubar's Plan; but 
it ſhould be remembered, that this City was 
built and fortified by Lewis the XIVth, in 
1679, and was then looked upon in its in- 
fant State. It has received little or no Al- 
teration or Repairs fince, and the Fortifica- 
tions are according to the beſt Accounts at 
preſent in a very ruinous Condition. When 
Co | C—ke was there in 1754, he had 
an Opportunity of examining all the Forti- 
fications, and though he deſtroyed the Plans 
he had drawn of them, at his Departure, 
for fear of being taken up as a Spy ; he re- 
tained ſo perfect an Idea of their Diſpoſition 
and Force, that he drew them afreſh upon 
his Arrival here, and annexed thereto, his 
Opinion of the Facility of carrying the Place; 
and the P—vy C |, having examined 


them, it was in Conſequence thereof, the 
Expedition 


30 
Expedition was ſet on Foot, and he was 
named Chief Engineer upon the Occafion. 


That Rochfort was ſtil] in the ſame de- 
fenceleſs Situation at the Time of the Ar- 
rival of the Fleet in the Bay, was corro- 
borated by the Engineer, Commandant, and 
Fiſherman, taken at the Iſle of Aix, with 
whom C——| C—ke was very intimate; 
and he having pointed out to the Engineer 
that Part of Roch fort, which was weakeſt, 
when he was there, the Engineer confirm- 
ed there had been no Addition, or Altera- 
tion ſince. The Suggeſtion that the Ditch 
could be innundated, is void of Foundation, 
the Inequality of the Ground not permit- 


ting it. 


But we will ſuppoſe it as impregnable as 
Bergen-op-20om or Gibraltar was thought 
to be— Might it not have been carried ? 
That the Debarkation of the Troops, with- 
out any conſiderable loſs was practicable, is 
evinced by C (e and ſeveral other 


Officers landing, and going ſome Miles 
without any Moleſtation, though there was 
a Battery of two Guns at the Point of the 


Rn. on which they debarked; and if 
Fort 


| 
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Fort Feuras had been demoliſhed or taken 
(which might eaſily have been done by 
Storm, as it was weak, there being only 
a Platform of Twenty-four Embraſures to- 
wards the Water Side, and being on the 
ſame narrow Peninſula, it might have been 
attacked on all Sides) as Captain Corn—ll 
propoſed to do with his ſingle Ship; there 
would have been no Obſtacle to the March 
of the Troops, from thence to Rechfort, at 
the Diſtance perhaps of three Leagues. 


But if this was thought too dangerous 
(though Fouras, if taken would have ſerved 
as a Place of Retreat, if the Troops had not 
ſucceeded in the Attack upon Ræchfort) 
Why was not Captain Corn / allowed to 
make a Feint towards Rochelle, and the Iſle 
of Rhee, while the Troops might have 
landed without any kind of Oppoſition near 
Chaitelaillon ? 


Theſe are indiſputable Facts, and prove, 
that if the Flect, inſtead of laying ſix Days 
inactive, at near three Leagues Diſtance 
from Shore, while Councils of War were 


held to judge of the Expediency of—doing 


Gthing, had come within a proper Diſtance 


of 
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of Shore to cover the Deſcent (if they had 
not choſe 7 rie battering any of the Forts) 
all our moſt ſanguine Wiſhes would have 
been accompliſhed. Perhaps it will be an- 
ſwered, we were not acquainted with the. 
Scund:ings —— This is another Falacy ; for 
all the Experiments that were made, in 
this Reſpect, entirely correſponded with the 


Charts, they were before furniſhed with; 


and the Navigation of the River Charante 
was found (as it was judged before) fo prac- 
ticable, that the Pilot of the Magnanime 


offered to conduct them up it. But ſup- 


pole the Fact; ſhould not proper Perſons 
have been detached to have made theſe 
Diſcoveries, as ſoon as the Comm-—<rs 
opened their Inſtructions, which was when 
they had cleared the Channel ; before the 
Fleet made its Appearance off the French 
Coaſt, where they muſt remain, ſo long as 
was neceſſary to make thoſe Diſcoveries, 
inactive, and alarm the Inhabitants ? 


It was to the Appearance of the Fleet, 
that any Troops that might have been ga- 
thered to encamp in View, is to be attri- 
buted: Nor is it ſurpriſing, though there 
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were but ten thouſand from Valery to 
Bayonne, an Extent of four hundred Miles, 
ſince they had ſix Days allowed them for 
collecting them; though at the End of 
that Time, they could not have been ſuffi- 


ciently numerous, to have prevented our 
Debarkation, if we had attempted it. 


But if it had been impracticable to land 
the Troops, or carry the Place, Was there 
any Obſtacle to deſtroying the Shipping, 
beſides the Riſk that muſt be run on ſuch 
an Occaſion? Was not the Charante navi- 
gable for Fire Ships and Bomb Ketches ? 
If not, how do the French get their ſecond 
Rate Men of War built there into the Bay? 
The terrifying Encampments on Shore, 
however numerous they might appear (77 
Buckram) upon the iſt of October, and 


which did not even exiſt the 19th of Seprem- 


ber, could not have prevented their Succeſs. 
The formidable Battery of two Cannons 
(which never played while Col. C—ke 
and the other Officers landed) upon the 
Point of the Peninſula; or the ſtill more 


formidable one of fix at Chatelaillon (which 


muſt have been the only Motive to pre- 
F vent 
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vent the Debarkation near there) could have 
been no Obſtacle to this. 


But it were needleſs to add any Thing 
to prove the Practicability of having not 
only burnt the Shipping, aud landed the 
Troops, but alſo carried ihe Place; when 
the defenceleis Situation thereof, and the 
Number of Troops * to oppoſe us, are con- 
fidered: Therefore the Caule of our Miſcar- 
riage in this Reſpeq, muſt be inconteſti- 
ble; for who can imagine that Mr. P—f is 
any way to blame, if the pretended ſecret 
Articles in the Conv n of Neut—l—ty 
did not effect the ill Succeſs of the Expedi- 
tion; and if no other Cauſe can be diſcovered 
for inducing him to throw away a Million 
or two of the public Money (in ſuch a 
Time of Need) for a Mock Expedition, with- 
out propoſing one fingle the leaſt Advan- 
tage to the Nation by it ? 


The Inſtructions given to G M. 


and A—— H. of the 5th of Auguſt, 
were clear and explicit. They were or- 


I 

Pc 

FIC 
FI r 


— 


* As there were hüt 10000 upon the whole Coaſt, 


— 
— 


from St. Valery to Bayonne, there could not pouiliviy be 


above 700 in this Spot. 


dered 
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dered to attempt, as far as ſhould be found. 


practicable, a Deſcent upon the French Coaſt, 
at or near Rochfort, in order to attack if 
poſſible, and by a vigorous Impreſſion, 
force that Place, and to burn and deſtroy 
to the utmoſt of their Power, all Shipping, 
Docks, Magazines and Arſenals, as ſhou'd 
be judged moſt proper for annoying the 
Enemy; and as the Bay of Biſcay is a dan- 
gerous Navigation in the Winter Months, 
they were ordered to return, with the Fleet 
and Forces under their Command, by the 
End of September: But as they were de- 
tained by contrary Winds above a Month 
at Spithead, and the Limitation of Time 
might fruſtrate the Intent of their Voyage; 
Mr. P—'s Letter, of the 15th of September 
was wrote expreſsly, to inform them, that 


the Time preſcribed in their Inſtructions of 


the 5th of Auguſt, was not to be attended 
to, if it ſhould interfere with the full Ex- 
ecution of the firſt and principal Object of 
the Expedition, or any other particular At- 
tempt, which agreeable to their Orders, 
they ſhould have commenced, and in the 
Execution whereof, they ſhould actually be 
engaged. Nevertheleſs the Comm rs 


F 2 remained 
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vent the Debarkation near there) could have 
been no Obſtacle to this. 


But it were needleſs to add any Thing 
to prove the Practicability of having not 
only burnt the Shipping, aud landed the 
Troops, but alſo carried he Place; when 
the defenceleis Situation thereof, and the 
Number of Troops * to oppoſe us, are con- 
fidered: Therefore the Caule of our Miſcar- 
riage in this Reſpe&, muſt be inconteſti- 
ble; for who can imagine that Mr. Pf is 
any way to blame, if the pretended ſecret 
Articles in the Cony n of Neut—l—ty 
did not effect the ill Succeſs of the Expedi- 
tion; and if no other Cauſe can be diſcovered 
for inducing him to throw away a Million 
or two of the public Money (in ſuch a 
Time of Need) for a Mock Expedition, with- 
out propoſing one fingle the leaſt Advan- 
tage to the Nation by it ? 


The Inſtructions given to G M: 
and A H. of the 5th of Auguſt, 


were clear and explicit, They were or- 


? 
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* As there were hat 10000 upon be whole Coaſt, 
from St. Valery to Bayonne, there cuuli not poi be 


above 700 in this Spot, 


dered 


— 
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dered to attempt, as tar as ſhould be found. 
_ practicable, a Deſcent upon the French Coaſt, 
at or near Rochfort, in order to attack if 
poſſible, and by a vigorous Impreſſion, 
force that Place, and to burn and deſtroy 
to the utmoſt of their Power, all Shipping, 
Docks, Magazines and Arſenals, as ſhou'd 
be judged moſt proper for annoying the 
Enemy; and as the Bay of Biſcay is a dan- 
gerous Navigation in the Winter Months, 
they were ordered to return, with the Fleet 
and Forces under their Command, by the 
End of September: But as they were de- 
tained by contrary Winds above a Month 
at Spithead, and the Limitation of Time 
might fruſtrate the Intent of their Voyage; 
Mr. P—'s Letter, of the 15th of September 
was wrote expreſsly, to inform them, that 
the Time preſcribed in their Inſtructions of 
the 5th of Auguſt, was not to be attended 
to, if it ſhould interfere with the full Ex- 
ecution of the firſt and principal Object of 
the Expedition, or any other particular At- 
tempt, which agreeable to their Orders, 
they ſhould have commenced, and in the 
Execution whereof, they ſhould actually be 
engaged. Nevertheleſs the Comm rs 
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remained inactive from the Receipt of Mr. 
Ps Letter, to the Time of their Return 
to England, that is from the 22d of Sep- 
tember, to the iſt of O&ober. 


As the Houſe of Commons ſeem to have 
intimated in their Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
their Expectations of a further Enquiry into 
the Cauſe of this Miſcarriage (conceived in 
theſe Words, viz. © Your faithful Com- 
% mons firmly rely, that as your Majeſty 
e in your Royal Juſtice has endeavoured to 
<« trace the Cauſes of paſt Diſappointments, 
« your Majeſty will alſo in your high Wiſ- 
e dom open better Hopes of future Proſ- 
te perities, by invigorating our Enterprizes, 
te and animating the Attempts of the Britiſb 
« Arms”) there is Reaſon to ſuppoſe it will 
be ſet on Foot; therefore, I ſhall decline 
for the Preſent, adding any Thing to what 
I have ſaid, to point out the Cauſe of this 
ill Succeſs of our late Expedition, as this 
Enquiry is meant not to anticipate Judgment, 
but promote Juſtice: And with this view 
alſo, I preſentthe Reader with the following 
Extracts from Mr. Nug—t's Speech in the 
H—e of Cs, at the Time that they were 

examining 
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examining the Conduct of Admirals Mar- 


thews and Leſtoct in the Mediterranean. 


cc 
ct 
ce 


cc 


« If we conſider, Sir, what ought always 
to be eſteemed of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, the Honor of the Crown, we ſhall 


quickly find, that we cannot diſcover our 
© Loyalty by any Action which may more 


00 juſtly claim the Regard of our Sovereign, 


cc 
cc 
T 
cc 
cc 
ce 


cc 


than Perſeverance in our endeavours to 
detect the true Cauſe of our late Miſcar- 


riage.—It is well known that Monarchs 
© are honoured only in Proportion as they 


are feared, and they can be feared only 


© becauſe their Arms are ſucceſsful ; he 
* who cannot puniſh will certainly be in- 


te jured, and he who is either unfaithfully 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


or ignorantly feared will not be able to 
puniſh, Military Reputation is the Baſis 
of Power, and that Prince, or that private 
Man, will find feweſt Provocations, of 


* whom it is moſt generally believed that 


his Reſentment i is to be feared. 


« It is therefore in the. higheſt Degree 


* neceſſary, that if the Sword of our Sove- 


reign has been ruſted by long Inaction, 


its Edge ſhould be reſtored by the Care 


cc of 
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of this Aſſembly ; that if Military Virtue, 
that Virtue for which this Nation has 
been ſo long renowned, begins to lan- 
guiſh, it ſhould be revived by juſt and 
certain Diſtributions of Cenſure and of 
Honor ; that Negligence ſhould be a- 
waken'd by the Dread of Puniſhment, 
and that Bravery ſhould be animated by 
the Proſpect of Reward ; that our Mo- 
narch may be once more the great Ar- 
biter of the World, and that the Ocean 
may again be ſubje& to the Dominion of 
G B „that our Flag may ſtrike 


Terror into all Nations that ſhall gaze 


upon it from their Shares, and ſpread its 


influence to the remoteſt Corners of the 


World.— 


« But in this Enquiry we muſt extend 
our Views yet farther, and conſider our- 
ſelves not only as inſpecting the Behavi- 
our of our Seamen, but as endeavouring 
to revive every Military Virtue ; that 
Virtue, without which no State can be 
long either happy or great, and of which 
the viſible Declenſion has therefore al- 
ways been conſidered as the certain Fore- 
runner 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


.CC 


(c 


cc 


'cc 


cc 


cc 


.cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


[ 39 ] 
runner of ſpeedy Ruin. That our Mi- 
litary Skill ſhould decline in a long In- 
terval of War is always to be expected ; 
for who will ſtudy thoſe Rules, which 
he has no Opportunity of uſing, or buſy 
himfelf in acquiring Knowledge, which 
can 'give him no Superiority or Diſtinc- 
tion, ſince it cannot be known that he 
poſſeſſes it ? But that the Genius of the 
Nation ſhould loſe its Vigour, and that 
Courage as well as Art ſhould be loſt 
among us; that we ſhould be not only 
unable to obviate, but afraid to encounter 
Danger ; and that we ſhould become the 
Scorn of thoſe whom our Name uſed 
formerly to terrify, is ſurely not to be 
thought without Indignation, or without 


Reſolution to ſearch out the Cauſes of 


ſuch deſtructive Depravity ; a Depravity, 
which cannot be ſuppoſed to be the Ef- 
fe& of Inaction only, fince it was never 
known to be produced by it in any for- 
mer Time. We have formerly enjoyed 
a long Continuance of Peace *, but have 


— 


* What muſt our Comm——rs ſay, when they 


want even this Plea, of long Tranquility for their Miſ- 
conduct? 


© returned 
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returned to the Battle with our antient 


Intrepidity, though not with our former 


Addreſs, and have taught our Foes in all 


foregoing Times, that we had Hearts 


though we wanted Diſcipline. Even 
thoſe who by long Experience of War 
were enabled to reſiſt us, were yet com- 
pelled to applaud our Bravery, and though 
we have ſometimes been defeated, we 
have till zow never been aeſpiſed. 


This fatal Alteration of our Character 
requires all our Sagacity and all our At- 
tention. - Cowardice is the greateſt Crime 
that can be committed againſt the Pub- 
lic; and a Nation of Cowards can never 
hope either for Quiet or for Freedom. 
A Nation of Cowards is indeed ſuch a 
Term of Reproach as might be hoped 
incapable of Application, and which 
ſurely every Nation muſt be deſirous of 
averting from itſelf; yet if we conſider 
how much all the Arts emaſculating the 
Mind have been of late promoted, and 
how induſtriouſly thoſe Notions have been 
propagated, which tend to deſtroy all 


Regard but to immediate Seit-intereſt, it 


may reaſonably be concluded, that there 
e axe 
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% are ſome at leaſt who do not think ge- 
* neral Cowardice a public Calamity. 


«© The numberleſs Corruptions which 
ce have crept into public Tranſactions, and 
e private Life, and which tend all to one 
Point, and form the complicated Cauſe of 
* univerſal Cowardice, tho' it ought, as 
e ſoon as we have any Reſt from immediate 
« Diſaſters, to be our great Care to detect 
ce and eradicate them, it is not at preſent 
ce neceſſary to mention; for our Diſtreſs 
ce requires the Operation of more active and 
© violent Remedies. We ought not to 
« amuſe ourſelves at preſent with enquiring 
« after remote or contingent Cauſes, but 
&« endeavour to counter-work them, what- 
e ever they may be, and to make that Sel- 


ee fiſhneſs which pre-dominates among us, 
e operate in Favour of the Public, by the 


© ſteady and honeſt application of Hopes 
and Terrors, and teach thoſe whom we 
© entruſt with the Safety of the Public, 


“e that it is leſs hazardous to do their Duty, 
te than to neglect it. | 


« This is the only Expedient by which 
* our Honor can be reſtored, our Trade 
G * preſerved, 


[42] 

e preſerved, and our Military Virtue re- 
« vived; and this Expedient is in our own 
«© Power. For this it is neceſſary, we de- 
<«« clare our Sentiments of this fatal Tranſ- 
% action, in a ſignal and extraordinary 
« Manner, and that we make uſe of ſuch 
Terms as that all Delinquents may be in- 
e cluded, and none may have reaſon to 
6 boaſt of Exception, or to complain of 
« Malipnity.” 


Theſe were the Sentiments of that learned 
Senator and true Patriot, upon that Occa- 
ſion; and however the Circumſtances of 
that Affair may differ from our late Miſcar- 
riage, the Conduct of the Spaniſb War, 


and the Commencement of that with France © 


furniſhed a much more favourable Proſpect 
of Succeſs, than that we are now engaged 


in. Minorca was ſtill in our Hands, and 


America felt not the cruel Effects of Bar- 
barian Enemies inſtigated by French Policy; 

/ow Yerk was in no danger of being entirely 
wreited from us; and the New-Englanders 
ſoon after made themſelves Maſters of Cape- 


| 


' 


Breton. Yet with what Energy he repre- | 


ſents the fatal Tendency of Corruption, the 
Effects 


* 
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Effects of Cowardice, the Neceſſity of era- 


# dicating the one, and puniſhing, the other! 


How much more ſhould they be now 
guarded againſt, that our All is at Stake; 
and nothing but the moſt vigorous Exertion 
of Virtue and Conduct, can fave us from im- 
pending Ruin ! We are bleſt with a mild 
indulgent Prince, who like a common Fa- 
ther attends to every our leaſt Concern : 
We are particularly fortunate too, in having 
our Affairs conducted by an Adminiſtration, 
who without the leaſt Bias to Self-intereſt, 
make the Honor and Happineſs of the Peo- 
ple the rule of their Actions; and however 
unſucceſsful our Meaſures may have been, 


the moſt partial muſt allow they are now 


planned with the utmoſt Prudence, and 
conducted with the greateſt Secreſy. But 
it depends upon ourſelves to be virtuous— 
to act like Britons to remonſtrate to our 
Repreſentatives, when we ſee Occaſion, and 
be unawed by no Power in the Exerciſe of 
our Duty. 


But is there any Reaſon to fear that Juſ- 
tice will not take Place with reſpect to any 
that may be found criminal, ſince we have 


had 
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had ſuch recent Examples of the Exercife 
of it, with reſpect to G | F—te and 
Ad | B—g ; though the firſt was broke 
for diſobeying Orders which he did not un- 
derſtand, and were in themſelves contra- 
dictory and unintelligible ; and the latter, 
was ſent out with ten zl! conditioned Ships 
to oppoſe a much ſuperior Enemy, whom 
he beat—and was Shot? There are indeed 
Hopes that ſuch Severity, will not be extend- 
ed to a certain C —r, fince upon his 
Arrival he kiſſed H—ds, inſtead of being 
ſuſpended or impriſoned. 


